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ileged Brazil Mafia Chief Seized 
< s Police Smash Top Drug Ring 
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J 'rIO DE JANEIRO 
ra al 11 an poilco havo 
clicked Mop internation** 
a drug ring that smuggled 
Y sroln from Europe to the 
t nlted States and cap- 
L ired Its leader, Tomaso 
I uschetU, identified as 
lf?ad of Brazil's Mafia. 

Four Frenchmen, two 
1 razilians and a beautiful 
1 razilian model also wera 
i nested in a roundup that 
i inged over 1,500 miles 
from Sao Paulo to Salva- 
dor in the northeast state 
of Bahia. 

Police said one of tha 
Frenchmen, Christian 
Jacques David, a former 
secret agent in France 
turned mercenary-adven- 
turer, has confessed that 
during a long career of 
crime he took part in the 
kidnaping and assassina- 
tion of Mehdi Ben Barka, 
the Moroccan political 
leader, in October, 1965. 

Ben Barka, leader of the 
principal opposition party 
in Morocco, the National 
Inion of Popular Forces, 
fled to France after clash- 
ing with his government. 
But he was kidnaped in 


broad daylight on • Paris 
street and tha circum- 
stances have never been 
completely clarified. The 
Ben Barka affair caused a 
scandal in President 
Ch a r 1 e s de G a u 1 1 e' a 
government. 

David's arrest was an- 
nounced in Bahia last 
weekend, but details of his 
record and his links with 
the international drug 
ring have only now been 
revealed. Police said Wed- 
nesday that since his ar- 
rest David had tried to 
commit suicide by slash- 
ing his wrists with glass 
from a shattered Tight 
globe but had failed. 

The Brazilian model, 
Helena Ferreira, 25, was 
well known In fashion cir- 
cles. When she disap- 
peared in July it set off a 
long police search. Police 
did not suspect at the time 
that she was linked with a 
crime syndicate. But as 
they looked deeper Into 
her life and the back- 
ground of her friends, it 
was finally discovered 
that she had been the mis- 
tress of another member 
of the International ring, 
Luciano Sartl, who was 
killed In a gun haltle with 


police In Mexico several 
months ago. 

Several months ago, 
drug squids in Rio and 
Sao Paulo began finding 
indications of a large in- 
ternational ring at work in ' 
Brazil, a police spokesman 
said Wednesday. Every- 
thing pointed to Sao 
Paulo, an industrial com- 
plex that has become the 
r largest pity in South 
America, as being the cen- 
ter for a ring that was^ 
bringing heroin from Eu-C. 
rope, selling a little locally 
and moving the bulk north 
toward the United States. 

Their first break came 
when they found that Gu- 
gllelino Casallni, a natura- 
lized Brazilian, was in con- 
tact with the Mafia in the 
United States and Canada. 

Months of painstaking 
Investigation followed 
with round-the-clock tail- 
ing of Casalinl. The trail 
led to another Frenchman, 
Michel Nicoli, another fu- 
give wanted by the French 
police, according to police 
here. 

An Investigation Into 
NlcoU'i activities, police 
said, showed that he had 
helped plan the escape, 


from a Rio jail of Luciano 
Sartl. Tht police, not ins- 
pecting that Sartl was In- 
volved in drugs, had been 
holding him on suspicion 
of passing counterfeit dol- 
lars. Now, putting the 
clues together, they real- 
ized that Sartl was a mem- 
ber of the international 
drug ring. But it was too 
late. Sartl had fled the 
country and was on his 
way to Peru with his mis- 
tress, Miss Ferreira. 

In Peru, the Brazilian 
police said, Sartl and Hele- 
na were arrested on minor 
drug chargee and served 
three months in jail. 
When they were freed, 
they separated, Sartl to go 
on to Mexico where he 
was killed and Helena to 
return to Rio, where po- 
lice already were looking 
for her. 

Nicoli, meanwhile, had 
made contacts with the 
head of the Brazilian Ma- 
fia, Tomaso Buacbetta. 
Buschetta, to cover his il- 
legal activities, police said, 
had set himself up in sev- 
eral buslnesaes. 

Interrogation of the men 
arrested indicate that it 
was through these "front* 
firms that Buschetta made 
his contacts in coded Inter- 
national telephone conver- 
sations. 

In these conversations, 
police said, the code name 
for heroin was "shirts* 
and the amounts were ■ 
shown hy itipulatlng col- ! 
lar size. 


